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of the land and the water composing it together or separately, and that 
under the Desert Land Act of 1877, if not before, congress had severed 
the title to the land and the wafer and had established the rule that the 
land should be patented separately and that the government title to the 
land would not carry with it a water right but all non-navigable waters 
were reserved for the use of the public under the laws of the several 
states, and 
Whereas, the Supreme Court of the United States recently upheld the 
validity of a license issued by the Federal Power Commission to construct 
a hydroelectric project on lands of the United States, withdrawn for power 
purposes, on a non-navigable stream, wholly within one state without the 
consent of the state on the ground that the withdrawal site was a "reserva- 
tion" and not "public lands," within the meaning of Section 3 (I) and 
(2) of the Federal Power Act, and 
Whereas, the legislative history of the Federal Power Act clearly in- 
dicated that it was never the intention of the congress to invest the 
Federal Power Commission with the authority, either expressed or implied, 
to usurp or encroach on the sovereign powers of the states to regulate 
the use of the waters of their non-navigable streams; it being expressly 
provided in Sec. 9 (b) (l& U.S.C.A. 802b) of said Federal Power Act that 
said Federal Power Commission shall, before issuing a license, require 
proof of the applicant that he has complied with the state laws with 
respect to the use of the water and the bed and banks of streams, and 
Whereas, the actions of the Federal Power Commission and the courts 
in this respect have and will continue to jeopardize and to curtail the 
states in their development of stream utilization and is likely to cause 
irreparable damage to the water, wildlife, fishery resources, agriculture 
and industry and to create havoc in the administration of the water laws 
in the states, all in contravention of long established public policy. 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the International Association of 
Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners in annual convention assem- 
bled at Augusta, Georgia, this 13th day of September, J955, hereby does 
urge the Congress of the United States to enact legislation amending the 
Federal Power Act so as to compel the Federal Power Commission to 
require proof that applicants for a license have obtained prior approval 
of the several states in respect to the use of the waters and the beds 
and banks of streams, notwithstanding the fact that the project sought to 
be licensed is to be located on public lands or reservations of the United 
States which has been withdrawn for power purposes, and 
Be it further resolved, that such legislation shall impose on the Federal 
Power Commission the duty to require such proof, as above-mentioned, 
whether or not the project shall have an adverse effect on the navigable 
flow or the navigable capacity of any navigable stream. 
RESOLUTION NO. 4 
FUNDS FOR RECREATIONAL USE OF 
NATIONAL FORESTS 
Whereas, the recreational use of national forests continues to grow 
in keeping with increased population of the nation and increased leisure, 
and 
Whereas, many national forests are presently in urgent need of recre- 
ational facilities including but not limited to camp ground and sanita- 
tion facilities, and wildlife habitat development, and 
Whereas, funds for the development of the aforesaid recreational fa- 
cilities are almost entirely lacking, 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the International Association of 
Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners in annual convention assembled 
at Augusta, Georgia, this 13th day of September, 1955, does hereby peti- 
tion congress to hasten action on HR 1823 which would make available to 
the Forest Service funds for recreational improvement and upkeep and 
wildlife habitat development. 
RESOLUTION NO. 5 
ACQUISITION OF FEDERAL WATERFOWL LANDS 
Whereas, the waterfowl refuge program as recommended by the 
President's Committee in 1934 is less than half completed, and 
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